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Recently there is increasing interest in university rankings. Annual rankings of world universities are published by Q5 for the Times Higher Education Supplement, the
Shanghai Jiao Tong University, the Higher Education and Accreditation Council of Taiwan and rankings based on Web wvisibility by the Cybermetrics Lab at CSIC. In this
paper we compare the rankings using a set of similarity measures. For the rankings that are being published for a number of years we also examine longitudinal
patterns. The rankings imited to European universities are compared to the ranking of the Centre for Science and Technology Studies at Leiden University. The findings
show that there are reasonable similarities between the rankings, even though each applies a different methodology. The biggest differences are between the rankings
provided by the Q5-Times Higher Education Supplement and the Ranking Web of the CSIC Cybermetrics Lab. The highest similarities were observed between the
Taiwanese and the Leiden rankings from European universities. Overall the similarities are increased when the comparison is limited to the European universities.
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Recently there is increasing interest in university rankings. Annual rankings of world universities are published
by QS for the Times Higher Education Supplement, the Shanghai Jiao Tong University, the Higher Education
and Accreditation Council of Taiwan and rankings based on Web visibility by the Cybermetrics Lab at CSIC. In
this paper we compare the rankings using a set of similarity measures. For the rankings that are being published
for a number of years we also examine longitudinal patterns. The rankings limited to European universities are
compared to the ranking of the Centre for Science and Technology Studies at Leiden University. The findings
show that there are reasonable similarities between the rankings, even though each applies a different
methodology. The biggest differences are between the rankings provided by the Q5-Times Higher Education
Supplement and the Ranking Web of the CSIC Cybermetrics Lab. The highest similarities were observed
between the Taiwanese and the Leiden rankings from European universities. Overall the similarities are
increased when the comparison is limited to the European universities.
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To test feasibility of cybermetric indicators for describing and ranking university activities as shown in their Web sites, a large set of 9,330 institutions worldwide was compiled
and analyzed. Using search engines' advanced features, size (number of pages), visibility (number of external inlinks), and number of rich files (pdf, ps, doc, ppt, and xls formats)
were obtained for each of the institutional domains of the universities. We found a statistically significant correlation between a Web ranking built on a combination of
Webometric data and other university rankings based on bibliometric and other indicators. Results show that cybermetric measures could be useful for reflecting the
contribution of technologically oriented institutions, increasing the visibility of developing countries, and improving the rankings based on Science Citation Index (SCI) data with
known biases.
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